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SPORTS

LOCAL NEWS
WAITING GAME
Dan O’Neill says rookie 
defenseman Erik Johnson 
has a bright future, but 
he urges Blues fans to be 
patient. D2  

WHAT FEUD?
Rick Hummel thinks it’s 
nonsense to suggest 
that the All-Star incident 
involving Albert Pujols and 
Tony La Russa will have 
any effect on the second 
half of the Cardinals’ 
season. D4

IN  BRIEF
JAVELIN ACCIDENT
French long jumper Salim 
Sdiri suffered a one-inch 
wound to his side when 
he was hit by a javelin at 
the Golden Gala on Friday 
in Rome. He was standing 
near the long jump area 
when he was grazed by 
a javelin thrown by Tero 
Pitkamaki of Finland. 
Sdiri suffered no internal 
damage, Italian athletics 
federation spokesman 
Marco Sicari said, 
adding that Sdiri never 
lost consciousness but 
does not remember the 
accident because he went 
into shock.

PLEA TO JUDGE
Track coach Trevor 
Graham asked a federal 
judge Friday to dismiss 
charges that he lied 
about getting steroids 
for his athletes. Federal 
prosecutors claimed 
Graham, who coached 
Olympic sprinters, 
obtained illegal 
performance-enhancing 
drugs and lied about it to 
federal authorities. He was 
indicted in November on 
three counts of making 
false statements, each 
carrying a maximum 
penalty of five years in 
prison and a $250,000 
fine. 

ONLINE
POPULAR STORIES
These headlines clicked 
most with STLtoday.com 
readers July 6-12:
1. Where’s Albert? On 
Tony’s bench as NL loses 
again 
2. Pujols says, ‘It’s not a big 
deal’ 
3. La Russa understands 
fans’ questions 
4. Gordo: Rams have no 
choice but to buck up for 
Bulger 
5. Michael’s son Jeff 
Jordan figures to get more 
attention 
To view the daily list of top 
stories, visit STLtoday.
com/mostread
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By Gerry Fraley
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

The field for next Saturday night’s 
race at Gateway International 
Raceway offers the ingredients 
that can make the NASCAR Busch 
Series a spicy stew.

Seven Nextel Cup drivers will 
drop down a level, giving rising 
talent such as Stephen Leicht a 
higher standard to measure them-
selves against. There will be devel-
opmental drivers such as former 
dirt-track whiz Tim McCreadie 
of Richard Childress Racing; bold 
teenagers such as Steve Wallace, 
from the extended St. Louis rac-
ing family; and Landon Cassill, 18, 
making his debut with Hendrick 
Motorsports.

The equal opportunity 250-mile 
race is an increasingly rare event.

Gateway remains true to the se-
ries’ mission: developing the next 
generation. Credit — or blame 
— the schedule for that. With the 
Nextel Cup getting an off-week-
end, most drivers opted for rest 
rather than a Busch ride.

The series overall is going 
through an identity crisis with An-
heuser-Busch departing and Cup 
drivers smothering the competi-
tion.

Is this series the exclusive realm 
of young drivers and teams that do 
not want to shoulder the growing 
expense of Cup racing? Or is it a 
way for sponsors and promoters 
to get more bang for their buck by 
having as many as 20 Cup drivers 
participate?

“It is the No. 2 motor sport in 

Identity crisis for Busch series
DOUBLE DIPPING

Carl Edwards (above) is on 
course to continue the phe-

nomenon of a full-time 
Nextel Cup driver win-
ning the Busch Series 

title. A look at how many 
Cup races a driver raced 

in during his Busch 
championship season:

2006 Kevin Harvick 36
2005 Martin Truex Jr. 7
2004 Martin Truex Jr. 2
2003 Brian Vickers 5
2002 Greg Biffle 7
2001 Kevin Harvick 35
2000 Jeff Green 0
1999 Dale Earnhardt Jr. 5
1998 Dale Earnhardt Jr. 0
1997 Randy LaJoie 0
1996 Randy LaJoie 0
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MORRISON’SS U M M E R  VA C AT I O N

By Kyle Hightower 
THE ORLANDO SENTINEL 

ORLANDO, FLA. • 

I 
 
t’s probably fitting that the 
stringy, floppy locks that first 
gave Charlotte Bobcats for-
ward Adam Morrison a cult 

following as a college player at Gon-
zaga are a bit longer these days, now 
easily dipping below his ears. 

Because for all the hills and suc-
cesses the No. 3 overall pick had as 
a rookie last season, he now admits 
that at times he let outside voices and 
hecklers cause a lot more valleys than 
he’d have liked. 

As a starter in 23 of 78 games last 
year, Morrison averaged 12.2 points, 
getting most of his 12 20-point games 
in those contests. But for the season 
he averaged just 11.8 points while 
shooting only 38 percent, admitting 
this month that his body may not 
have been up to the long 82-game 
NBA season. 

And that’s why the newly minted 
Bobcats veteran didn’t complain 
when he found out he’d be on Char-
lotte’s summer-league roster. 

It’s extra playing time, sure. But in 
games that are closed to the public, 
it’s more importantly game time free 
of hecklers and never-ending criti-
cism. 

“It was hard because you know you 
aren’t playing as good as you want to 
all the time,” Morrison said. “I knew 
people would be watching me because 
of where I was drafted, though. It 
wasn’t a surprise, really. I expected it.” 

Expected or not, it took its toll. 
“It just got to be a lot,” he said. 

“Both what some people were say-
ing and writing sometimes. I realize 
that I just have to go out and have fun 
and not worry about it. That’s what’s 
good about the summer league. No 
real distractions.” 

Like Orlando guard and fellow 
scorer J.J. Redick, who was the Mag-
ic’s top draft selection last season, 
Morrison’s defense, not just his offen-
sive consistency, is something that a 
lot of people are keeping an eye on. 

In a game last week, Morrison had 
14 points and played solid defense on 
touted Miami rookie guard Daequan 
Cook. But more important is feeling 
a lot more comfortable on the floor, 
he said. 

Wildwood’s 
Brandon 
Manzonelli 
believes his 
flashy soccer 
style is suited 
for Europe.

Flair for 
dramatic

COME BACK 
TOMORROW
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